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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN WORKING 
GROUP HELD AT COUNCIL CHAMBER - COUNTY HALL, LLANDRINDOD WELLS, 

POWYS ON THURSDAY, 25 AUGUST 2016

PRESENT
County Councillor E A York (Chair)

County Councillors PJ Ashton, D O Evans, W J Evans, G M Jones and W T Jones

1. APOLOGIES LDP21- 2016

Apologies were received from County Councillors J.G. Shearer and G.W. 
Ratcliffe.

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING LDP22- 2016

The Chair was authorised to sign the minutes of the meeting held on 5th August, 
2016 as a correct record subject to it being noted that Councillor K.W. Curry, 
Chair Place Scrutiny Committee had only recently received the invitation to 
attend the LDP Working Group as an observer.  As a result he had prior dairy 
commitments on a number of Working Group dates.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST LDP23- 2016

There were no declarations of interest.

The Professional Lead – Planning Policy advised that the Welsh Government 
had reviewed draft papers and forwarded comments. The Further Focussed 
Changes would be considered by the Cabinet on 13th September, 2016.  A 
progress meeting, in public, was scheduled with the Planning Inspector on 15th 
September, 2016 where the Inspector would be considering the Authority’s 
progress in respect of the Action Plan and the implications of the further work 
undertaken to date.   The Professional Lead – Planning Policy considered that 
there was nothing substantial which would require a change in the direction of 
the LDP.

4. THE GYPSY AND TRAVELLER POSITION 
STATEMENT 

LDP24- 2016

An assessment regarding the needs of Gypsies and Travellers had been 
undertaken in February and a revised assessment was being considered by the 
Welsh Government.  The revised assessment indicated the following:

 Machynlleth - five new pitches were need in by 2021 and the location of 
these need to be identified in the LDP.  It was noted that the statement 
should refer to the Council’s allocation in its Capital Plan of £200,000 in 
2015/16 and £2.28m in 2016/17, which shows a commitment to the need.

 Brecon – three pitches were required, but this was in the Brecon Beacons 
National Park Authority planning area.  It was noted that the Council had 
received £303,000 grant from the Welsh Government. 

 Welshpool – two new pitches were needed by 2026.  It was noted that for 
developments so far ahead, other councils had included a “timed policy” in 
the LDP.
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In respect of the need in Machynlleth it was noted that an Internal Project Board 
had been established to deliver on this need.  The existing site occupied by the 
family, appeared to be the Project Board’s preferred site but was in a C2 flood 
zone and so the Development Advice Maps had to be challenged and shown to 
be incorrect, otherwise the Welsh Government would not accept the 
development.

5. HOUSING LAND SUPPLY - WINDFALL PAPER LDP25- 2016

The Professional Lead – Planning Policy advised the Working Group that the 
Housing Land supply was calculated on the basis of housing completions up to 
31st March, 2015, planning permissions granted but not started, new allocations 
in the LDP and windfall sites over the last nine years.  Members were reminded 
that 4500 dwellings were needed and to meet this, land providing for 5596 
dwellings was needed, so giving a 24% over provision.  The Welsh Government 
seemed content with this figure and its justification

6. HOUSING LAND SUPPLY - COMMITMENTS LDP26- 2016

The Working Group noted that the Inspector had questioned the deliverability of 
10 housing sites.  The Working Group was asked to consider the information 
provided about each site and forward comments to officers.

7. EMPLOYMENT POSITION STATEMENT LDP27- 2016

The Working Group noted that the Welsh Government had made comments on 
the statement and were largely content with it.  Officers were amending the 
statement in light of the Welsh Government’s comments.

8. RENEWABLE ENERGY TOPIC PAPER LDP28- 2016

The topic paper would be considered at the meeting on 5th September, 2016.

9. FURTHER FOCUSSED CHANGES AND 
ASSESSMENT PROCESSES 

LDP29- 2016

The Working Group was advised that the Further Focussed Changes report 
would be considered by the Cabinet on 13th September, 2016.  The Professional 
Lead – Planning Policy highlighted the main changes and asked that Members 
review the document available via the link to the LDP file [xdrive] and forward 
comments to him.

Officers agreed to review the proposed linking together of rural settlements and 
open countryside in respect of housing developments.

Access to the LDP file [xdrive] would be checked and an email would be sent to 
the Cabinet to advise them that reports would be loaded to this file in the run up 
to the Cabinet meeting on 13th September, 2016 to enable them to read the 
reports.
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10. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS LDP30- 2016

The Working Group would meet again on 5th September, 2016 at 2.00 p.m.  At 
this meeting the need for the Working Group to continue to meet would be 
reviewed. 

County Councillor K.W. Curry gave his apologies for this meeting due to other 
Council business.

County Councillor E A York (Chair)


